At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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letters, shapes, numbersand more, all setinacolourfulunderwater
/ settingwithadorableseacreatures.Thebasicideahasfishandsea

" creatures forming the shapes of letters, numbers etc that your little one
- can identify. Developers Duck Duck Moose have a lineage of creating family
friendly apps and games with 21 top-selling apps since 2008. Fish School HD has
over 50,000 downloads and offers a rounded package of activities, but many other
appsbythisdeveloperarehighlyratedand offerafewtwistsontheformula.As
alwaysit'sworthcheckingafewouttoseewhichbestsuitsyourchild’sinterests.
FishSchool HD is available forfree on iOS and Android.
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TOCA LAB: ELEMENTS ) °

TocaLabistheapp of choicein encouraginglittlescientiststo gettogrips with
elements, ourworldandhowphysicsandchemistrywork.Thisonemightbealittle
advancedforyoungerkidsand,thoughithasa PEGI 3 rating,itdoesrecommend
ages6-8inthedescription.All118elementsarepresentinTocaLabsandkidsare

encouragedtofind andtestthemall. Experimentingwiththingslike Gold, Neon,

Hydrogen and more, it gives a better grasp of how everything in our universe is formed. Bear
in mind though that it's not meant to be a scientifically accurate account of how elements react, but
tobuild curiosityinyoungminds.TheappisavailableoniOS and Androidfor£3.99.
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Learning

) | This app teaches young children (age 2-5) about important things like == )

SKETCHBOOK-DRAW AND PAINT (AUTODESK SKETCHBOOKONIOS) a

GREENEGGSANDHAM-DR.SEUSS

The classic Dr. Seuss book has been reworked into an interactive adventure
for modern day devices, with an emphasis on encouraging literacy learning in
youngerchildren.Withintheapp, there’safewdifferentoptionsonhowto
enjoy the story; you can read it aloud together, have the app read the book and
follow along, or just play the story through automatically. You can even tap on

words to hearthem individually to practice vocabulary. While the app will set you
back£3.79onAndroid (£3.990ni0S)ithasanexcellentratingandover10,000
downloads, with many noting how much their young children have enjoyed the story. It
speaks volumes about the quality of the work, too, that a book from 1960 can still be read

andlovedbychildrensometwo generations afteritsinitial release.

BAREFOOTWORLD ATLAS

What's the next best thing to travelling the world? Well, for
: kidswithaccesstoaniPadorApplephone,BarefootWorld
~ Atlascouldbeaclosesecond.Inthisappavailableonlyon
~ i0Sfor £4.99, kids and adults can explore the globe from the
comfort of their own homes and learn all about our planet. The
app, whichisrated 4+, only appears on Apple devices but the sheer
amount of information contained in here will keep curious kids busy for
hours on end.
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LITTLEFRIENDS: CATS&DOGS )

sothere’snothing atallto worry about when they’re enjoyingitalone.

YOUTUBEKIDS ) .

| YouTube Kids takes the popular YouTube format and curates a more specialised
| environmentforchildrentosearchthrough.Whileanyagerange canbenefit
/ fromYouTubeKids, the'Preschool’Mode is specifically designed for kids aged 4
4 andunder.Accordingtotheapp’sdescription,'Preschool’Modepromotes
“ creativity, playfulness, learning and exploration through its channels. The inclusion of
parental controls (limited screen-time, video blocking and flagging) and strict advert
monitoringbyYouTubemeanstheexperienceisincrediblysafeforyoungerkids.Itshouldbe
noted that in the app description, YouTube say that some inappropriate content can slip through
thecracks, butthey’reconstantlyimplementingupdatestostopthese. Ahugely popularapp,
YouTubeKidsisavailableoniOSand Androidwithwellover 100 milliondownloads.

MARIO KART 8 DELUXE] -

c.:mmmm%) | MarioKarthasbeenastapleofNintendoconsolessince1992.Ithasbeena
B | favouriteofyoungandoldalikeforover20yearsandisalwaysanincrediblyfun
/ experience. Now exclusively on the Nintendo Switch with Mario Kart 8, the bells
/ and whistles may have changed, but the enjoyable core gameplay and challenge

- have not. Suitable for all ages, Mario Kart can be played alone, online or at home

withupto4 playersononescreen.TheabilitytotaketheSwitchoutwithyouintothe
world and play wherever you like is a huge advantage over other games and means you can
alwaysbesure of some quick entertainment.

Meet our expert

Mark Fosterhasworkedinthegamingindustryfor5yearsasa
writer, editor and presenter. He is the current gaming editor of two
of the biggest gaming news sites in the world, UNILAD Gaming and
GAMINGbible. Starting gaming from a young age with his siblings,
he has a passion for understanding how games and tech work, but
moreimportantly, howto makethem safeand fun.

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

< andthelargecollectionoftoolsand crispgraphicswouldsuitalargerscreenlikeaniPad, overamobile phone. Despitethis, theabilitytosimplymessaroundand
o doodle,coupledwithmoreadvancedaccessibilitylaterdowntheIine,shouldmakeitamustownforallageranges.TheappisfreetodownloadonbothAndroA

LT p;gmj Ifyou'relookingtointroducepetsintothefamilyhomebutaren’tsureabouthowyourchildrenmightreact,agoodwaytogetyouryounger
' ' ones acquainted with an animal before a big commitment is a game like Little Friends: Cats & Dogs. This Nintendo Switch game tasks players
¢ with feeding, playing with and loving their own virtual cat or dog. Much like Nintendogs or even Tamagotchi of the 90s, Little Friends is a fun way
,// to build up confidence to owning a real animal. While only a 1 player game, Little Friends: Cats & Dogs is suitable for all ages and entirely ofline,

Twitter - @natonlinesafety

Encouraging artistic ability at an early age can often be invaluable in letting kid's imaginations loose and there are many apps that allow them to unlock that passion. SketchBook comes
/highlyrecommendedwithover300,000reviews. Essentially, theapp comprisesablank canvasandahostof"fastand powerful creativesketchingtools”likepens, pencilsand paint
/ brushestoletthosecreativejuicesflow.SketchBookisrated PEGI 3soevenyoungerchildrenshouldbeabletogettogripswithit.However,itcouldprovealittletoo complexforsome
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BBCIiPLAYER KIDS

. ]
P I Thisappisdesignedforkidsandletsthem watchall
%@K ds theirfavouriteCBBCand CBeebiesshowsinoneplace.
/ Thesimplepresentationis supereasytonavigateand
_« theappitselfis entirelyfreeon both AndroidandiOS
" with no adverts whatsoever. BBC iPlayer Kids can download
showstoyourdevice'sinternal storageallowingyoutotakeall
thebestbits withyouwhen there’sno WIFIand multipleprofiles
mean everybody gets straight to their favourites with minimal fuss.
According to the app description, it will ask for your child’s name and
agetorecommendother programmesitthinksthey mightlike.

ROCKET LEAGUE

1 ({4 {38 The concept behind Rocket League takes teams of jet-fuelled cars zipping

[N J.XAT ¥ around football-inspired pitches in an attempt to knock a giant, over-sized
ballinto nets. Rated PEGI 3, the challenge of Rocket League is probably more
P* suitedtothose5andup,butanybodycanenjoythebrightcoloursandfun

" gameplay. Rocket League is available on Windows PC, Mac, PlayStation, Xbox
One and Nintendo Switch at various price points. Be warned though, you can spend

money in the game for certain items so be sure you know when your young ones
are playingand whatthey'rebuying. :
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 30.10.2019
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Learning

MAGICPIANOBYSMILE

WhileMagicPianodoesn’tstrictlyteachyouhowtoplaythepiano,

! / : inyoungminds.Userscanplayalongtoavarietyof popularsongs
" onarangeofdiflcultylevelsin an attemptto getthroughthesong

purchases, so be sure to check these out before letting younger players unleash
their musical side. Magic Piano is PEGI 3 rated but requires slightly more nimble
handsto masterso olderkids will getthe most from this.

= with as few mistakes as possible, increasing dexterity and reaction
times. Free on i0S & Android, the game does contain some ads and in-app a

POLY BRIDGE

“Te A,
,.;)&fLF/J WhilePolyBridge couldbe easily enjoyedsolelyasagame,it'sactuallyan
ORIOGR lincrediblycleverwaytolearncriticalthinkingand engineeringskillsinakid

{ friendlyway.It'ssetinacolourful,cartoonyworldand hasextremelysimple

4 gameplay.InPolyBridge, it's yourtaskto get cars, buses, trucks, boats and more

" safely to their destination by designing bridges that are safe and practical. How
those bridges are created is entirely up to you. With over 100 levels, a sandbox mode
and almost infinite playability, Poly Bridge is available on PC, Android, iOS and Nintendo
Switch atvarious price points, so be sureto check whichis the bestoptionforyou.

SCRIBBLENAUTS UNLIMITED

4

|

| itdoesteachhand-eyecoordinationandcanhelpsparkcreativity J

= | Scribblenautsisagamelikefewothersinthatitactivelyencourageschildrentousetheirintuitiontosolveavarietyof
y puzzles. Armed only with their imagination, players must complete levels by conjuring potentially useful items for main
character Maxwellto collectthe Staritesand achieve his goal. Thegame helps create strong vocabularyand word
_« associationtoafun 2D backdrop.WhileanyversionofScribblenautsis good, Unlimitedisthemostreadilyavailable,
" being released on Wii U, PC, Nintendo 3DS, iOS and Android devices, PS4, Xbox One and Nintendo Switch.
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Just for Fun

SUPER MARIO ODYSSEY | - —

¥ | Widelyregarded as one of the greatest games Nintendo have ever made, Super Mario Odyssey provides

- | familyfriendlyfunandachallengingenvironmentforkidstolearnnewskillsinavideogame.Rated
/ PEGI7,0dyssey can be enjoyed by almost any age range, even those who are young at heart. The caveat , ]

isthat the game is only available on Nintendo Switch, so some investment will need to be made, but the , y

AZOOMEE i

| Azoomeehouses over 1,000 games, videos and activities for kids of all
/agesto play, havefunand mostimportantly,developtheirkeyskillsin.
/ Theappisawardwinning, BAFTAnominated, supported bytheNSPCC

_« (accordingto the description on their app page) and comes with a suite of
= parental controls builtin. As well as educational games, activitiesand kid's
favourite TV shows, the app also has a built-in chat feature where they can talk to

theirfriendssafely. Anicelittletouchisthatifyoubuyasubscriptionto Azoomeefor
unlimited premium content for £4.99 a month, a portion of the money raised goes towards
supportingthe NSPCC.TheappisavailableoniOS, Androidand Amazon.

. CROSSWORLD PUZZLES (WUBU APPS LTD))

" | Crossword puzzles might notimmediately seem like a learning game for
' youngerkids, butthey'reincredibly effective at building strong word skills

q) / andproblemsolving.ThisonebyWubuAppsLimitedisexclusivetoiOS

__« andconstantlychangesitsrosterofdaily crosswordsandchallenges,
= although there are a whole bunch of apps available out there which do similar
things. The appis rated 4+ but would likely be suited to kids a little older as the
crosswords are designed for adults as well. As mentioned, Crossword Puzzlesis only
available oniOS devices and is free to download but does contain in-app purchases.
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consoleboastsahostofotherchild-safetitlesandtheability toplayonthegoaswellasathome.

/ home.Thespecificprofilefor kids allowsthemto only view content
_« appropriate for younger audiences which lets you and them watch their
favourite shows and movies anywhere, atany time. Curated playlists, easy

NETFLIX] o
N E T F L | | Asobviousasit rﬁaysound, Netflix’s children'ssectionisideal for n
| keepingyoungonesandtoddlersoutoftroubleonlongjourneysorat

navigationthroughTV seriesandmovies,andno-hassleauto-playmeansastress-free
guarantee. The only downside to the app is that it requires a Netflix subscription in order to use

itbutifyou’rehappyto paythemonthly cost, it'san absolutemustforany parent.

LEGOMOVIEMAKER2 ) /

m‘ TheLEGOMovieMaker2appletsuserscreatetheirownstop-motionmovies

/ anduploadthemforotherstowatchonline.KidscancreateashortLEGOmovie

/ in whatever genre they like using a range of easy to use tools and are able to add

_« insounds and visual effects to make the videos look super realistic. All movies are

™ moderated before they make it online so you can be sure no sensitive information is

uploadedorviewedbythirdparties.TheappisfreetodownloadonbothiOSand Android
devicesbutdoesrequirecreationofa LEGO accounttouploadvideos.Theonlyinformation

needed for an account is the country you live in, your email address and date of birth. While it's

ratedfor4+, kids of 8 and up will getthe most outof thisone.

Meet our expert

MarkFosterhasworkedinthegamingindustryfor5yearsasa
writer, editor and presenter. He is the current gaming editor of two
of the biggest gaming news sites in the world, UNILAD Gaming and
GAMINGbible. Starting gaming from a young age with his siblings,
he has a passion for understanding how games and tech work, but
moreimportantly, howto makethemsafeandfun.

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

MINECRAFT

| Minecraftis one of those rare, timeless classics that can be enjoyed by every age

group.Cominginbothaconsoleversionandapocketeditionformobiledevices,
/ thesandboxworld-buildingfuninMinecraftcanbeanamazingplacetoletyour
_« imaginationrunwild.Thegamecanbeplayedonlinewithfriendsandsupports
“ cross-play, meaningthatnomatterwhatdeviceeverybodyhas,itcanbeplayed

together. While the game isn't free, it will undoubtedly provide hours and hours of fun for

the whole family so it's worth the investment of a one-time purchase. As one of the most popular
gameseverreleased,itinspirescriticalthinking, problemsolvingandaboveall, fun.

ADVENTURESOFPOCOECO:LOSTSOUNDS

8 Ifsomething moreslow-pacedand chilled outis onyour
radar,AdventuresofPocoEcoshouldbeabletoscratch
thatitch. Withanemphasisoncreatingarichand

the puzzle action is perfect for unwinding young minds,
asopposedtochallengingthem.Thesingle-playergameis
availableonalliOSand Androiddevices,aswellasthe
Amazon Kindle Store and you can also nab yourself a free copy
ofthesoundtrack with the purchase. g
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