
                           

Helping your child at home with writing- Year 3 

Under the new National Curriculum, the teaching and assessment of writing at Baldwins Hill Primary School will be based around the key areas of Spelling, Handwriting/Presentation, 

the Writing Process and Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation.  

To be able to say that your child is working at the level expected for their year group, they must be able to meet all of the key expectations.  

Within the new curriculum, there is a clear focus on driving up standards in spelling, handwriting and the correct use of vocabulary and grammar. These higher expectations mean that 

we will be challenging our children to achieve more; please help us to ensure that your child has the best opportunity of tackling these new challenges with confidence by supporting 

their learning in English.  

Year Spelling Handwriting/Presentation Writing Processes Vocabulary and Grammar 

     

3 By the end of Year 3, children are 
expected to be confident spellers and 
be able to build upon the strong 
knowledge of phonics and spelling 
patterns that they should already have 
gained in Key Stage 1. 
 
Children will learn to use a range of 
spelling patterns. 
 
They will be able to add common prefixes 
to the start of words (e.g. combining dis 
and appear to create disappear). 
 
They will be able to add common suffixes 
to the ends of words (e.g. combining 
prepare and –ation to create preparation) 
 

They will learn to spell at least half of the 
words from the Year 3/4 Spelling List. 
 
They will be able to write from memory 
simple sentences, dictated by the 
teacher, that include words and 
punctuation taught so far. 
 

Handwriting should be neat and joined. 
 
(Children will show an understanding of which letters, 
when next to each other, are best left unjoined). 

 

Children will be aware of different styles 
of writing and able to use ideas from their 
reading to help them to create similar 
texts. 
 
They will plan their work by discussing and 
recording ideas. 
 
They will compose and rehearse sentences 
orally before writing them. 
  
They will use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to express time, place and 
cause (e.g. Suddenly, the cat ran under the 
table because it had heard the dog.)  
 
They will be able to develop story settings, 
clearly describe characters and create 
sensible and interesting plots. 
 
They will use paragraphs as a way to group 
related material. 
 
In non-narrative material, they will use 
simple ways of organising their work such as 
headings and sub-headings. 
 
They will be able to assess how effective 
their own writing is and be able to suggest 
improvements. 
 
They will be able to assess how effective 
other people’s writing is and be able to 
suggest improvements. 
 
 They will regularly proof-read their work to 
check for spelling and punctuation errors. 
 
They will be able to read aloud their own 
writing, to a group or the whole class, 
controlling the tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 

Children will use a or an according to whether 
the next word begins with a consonant or a 
vowel (e.g. a rock, an open box). 
 
They will be able to extend the range of 
sentences with more than one clause by using a 
wider range of conjunctions, e.g. when, if, 
because, although. 
 
They will use the present perfect forms of verbs 
instead of the simple past (e.g. He has gone out 
to play contrasted with He went out to play). 
 
They can express time, place and cause using 
conjunctions (e.g. when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon, 
therefore), or prepositions (e.g. before, after, 
during, in, because of). 
 
 
Children will be able to use inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech (e.g. John asked, “Why 
are you leaving so soon?”). 
 
They accurately and appropriately use and 
understand the following grammatical 
terminology: adverb, preposition conjunction, 
word family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, 
direct speech, consonant, consonant letter 
vowel, vowel letter, inverted commas (or ‘speech 
marks’) 

 



Year 3 Overview: 
 

 Children should be spelling common words correctly and using their increasing knowledge of spelling patterns to tackle unknown words with confidence. 

 They should have neat, joined handwriting and presentation. 

 They should be confident and secure writers who know how to plan and write texts for different purposes.  

 They should be regularly checking and correcting their own work and able to make suggestions for improvements. 

 They should be able to check and correct other people’s work and able to make suggestions for improvements. 

 Children must develop their knowledge of grammatical terminology and use it correctly. 
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Supporting your child at home with writing- 

Modelling writing and supporting your child with writing is the best 

way to inspire them to write. 

Encourage them to practise their spellings and to write them into 

sentences ensuring they are in the correct context.  

Some activities you could also try: 

 

1. Write a shopping list for a recipe you will follow 

 

2. Create a dictionary of new words you have learned 

3. Write a diary. 

4. Make up song lyrics. 

5. Write invitations and Thank you cards 

 

6. Write an adventure story 

 

7. Create a new superhero 

 

8. Get a pen-pal 

 

How you can help?          

 

Provide a quiet space where your child can concentrate on 

their writing. 

Be positive! Encourage your child by praising them about work. 

Check your child’s writing by reading it aloud. 

Encourage your child to check their spelling with a dictionary.  

Remind your child to check for punctuation.  

Challenge your child to choose adventurous vocabulary. Use a 

thesaurus. Make it fun!  

Encourage them to write daily.  

Please refer to our Homework Guide for Parents and Carers (See your 

child’s class page) 

Please remember: Don’t let homework become a chore. Keep it fun and make 

it a special time that you both look forward to. 

 


