
Art Year group overview Year 1 – 6 

This is a suggested outline for Art activities taken from the connected curriculum.  Teachers may adapt and adjust the activities for their class to fit with an adapted learning 

experience or to meet the needs of the learners. 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2  Spring Term 1 
 

Spring Term 2  
(Art focus Spring Term 2) 

Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2  

Early Years  As part of the Early Years Foundation Stage, learners have access to art and design materials daily through their continuous provision.  
Throughout the year they have opportunities to develop mark making skills, explore media and materials and create using a wide range of materials.   

Year 1  Composite child 
(international) 

 Texture collage 

 Portrait of a friend 

 Printing 

 Observational 
drawings 

 

 Creating light and dark 
tones  

 Designing symbols 

 Make a class mural 

 Sketching  

 Aboriginal art 

 Draw/paint puppets 
(linked to DT) 

 
 

Art & Sketchbook 

 Line drawing 

 Colour mixing (blue & 
yellow) 

 Colour mixing (tones) 

 See ‘starting point’ 
 About ‘Van Gogh’ 

 Collaboration Gallery 

 Painting their own 
‘Starry Night’ sky 

 

Art & Sketchbook 

 Colour mixing -Collage 
based on Rainbow fish 

Art & Sketchbook 

 Be an illustrator 

 Georges Seurat  
 William Morris 

 Explore Patterns 

 Silhouette 

 Portraits 
 

Year 2   Fruit printing 
 Food faces 

 Fruit and vegetable 
still life 

 Party food plate made 
from recyclable 
material 

 Clay/salt dough fruit 
and vegetables 

Party placemats 

 Drawing – making 
marks in response 
to words, music and 
story( based on the 
Great fire of 
London) 

 Observational drawing of 
Titanic (linked to 
designing own boat – DT) 

 

Art & Sketchbook 

 Cat art work 
 Explore mark making 

 Draw a cat/owl 

 Develop cat/owl drawing 

 Observational drawing 
 Paint the Bong-tree 

  Exploring Paul Klee  
 

Art and Sketchbook 
 Observational drawing of 

Dinosaurs  

 Rubbings 

 Colour mixing 

 Camouflage/camouflage 
patterns 

 Animal skins 

 

Art and Sketchbook 

 Observational drawing 

 Rubbings 

 Colour mixing 

 Camouflage/camouflage 
patterns 

Animal skins 



Year 3  

 Observational 
drawing 

 Create a 
picture/scene 

 

 Celtic tradition patterns 

 Stone Age Art  
 

 Mayan weaving ( linked 
DT) 

 Tree Art  
 
 

Art 

 Quick figure sketches 

 Quick life drawings 

 Class composition of  
Giant class pictures – 
painting mural, outdoor 
pictures (linked to 
Outdoor learning)  

Art & Sketchbook 

 Make models of insects 

 Natural sculptures 

 

 Sketch ideas for Fantasy 
window 

 Plan of ‘Fantasy window 
from home’ 

 Fantasy window collage 

 Ideal building 
 

Year 4   Using shadows 

 Silhouettes and 
landscapes 

 Abstract painting 

 Lettering 

 Distorted reflections 
 

 Sketching 

 Make clay pots  
 

 Illustrate chocolate poem 

 Aztec print border for 
display 

 Rainforest collage 
 

Art & Sketchbook 

 Children will be 
introduced to some of 
the works by great artists 
such as, Turner, Dali, Van 
Gogh and Picasso. 

 They will use a range of 
mediums and styles to 
create their own 
landscapes 
demonstrating the skill of 
painting and drawing 
perspectives  
 

  Regional artists living and 
deceased 

 

Year 5 Sketch Book 

 Patterns 

 Patchwork – 
materials 

 Drawing 3D shapes 
Art  

 Wire sculptures 
 

 Water colours  and pencil 
drawing based on work 
of WW1/2 war artists –  

 

Art and Sketchbook 

 Shape, size and colour 
 

 Printing using ink and 

tiles linked to our class 

text ‘Clockwork’ 

 

Art & Sketchbook 

 Chalk and charcoal doors 

 Illustrations from poem 

 Illustrate a line of the poem  

 Figure drawing  
 3D representation of a 

character 
 

Art & Sketchbook 

 Sketch book skill – colour 
mixing 

 natural sculptures 

 Leaf skeletons – pen and 
ink 

 Observational drawing of 
plants  

Art & Sketchbook 

 Fingerprint patterns with 
colour 

 Design and make a 
poster 

 

Year 6   Design and make a 
soft sculpture of an 
‘alien’ 

 Design a logo for the 
spaceship 

 “Out of this World” 
poster 

 

 Creating a sketch 
collection 
drawing/painting of 
collection of Victorian 
Christmas cards  
 

 

Art & Sketchbook 

 Illustrating in  advertising 
( pamphlets on 
Antarctica)  

Art & Sketchbook 

 Develop their mark-
making skills by using a 
range of resources to 
create circular patterns. 
They will also study the 
colours used in 
Aboriginal art to ensure 
their work looks 
authentic. 

  

Blue – in focus (central set of boxes)  

 


